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2005 Napa Valley Merlot Estate Grown

2005 Harvest Notes

The 2005 season began with a wet winter and spring, which led to annual rainfall totals
that were well above average. We had an ideal fruit set, which produced an abundant
number of full grape clusters. As a result, the vintage yielded exceptional fruit for the
season. The harvest lasted over two months—into the early days of November. In many
ways the 2005 season was reminiscent of the excellent 1997 vintage, which offered an
abundant harvest of remarkable quality.

Winemaker Notes

This full-bodied Merlot offers ripe, seductive flavors, well-integrated tannins and a
sophisticated palate structure. The bouquet reveals layered aromatics of plum, vanilla
bean and spice, as well as evocative notes of saddle leather, tobacco leaf and rich,
moist earth. On the palate, these elements lead to rich blackberry, red cherry and
mocha flavors, complemented by inviting notes of blueberry, loganberry and currant.

Ratings & Reviews

90pts Wine Enthusiast:

For such a large production wine, this Merlot has a lot going for it. It’s full-bodied and
rich in black currant, cherry, chocolate, violet, licorice and smoky oak flavors, with
dense, intricate tannins.



